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Kolkata,(KCN):The
sustenance of fishermen
in Bihar is heavily reliant
on wetland fisheries, yet
the low fish production in
these areas can be
attributed to habitat
destruction, climate
change, inadequate
adoption of technologies.
insufficient
infrastructure, and a

and diver-
shortage of skilled
and non-farm Sec- | G Hence, w0
address this issue,
areas. Fisheries i

Indian Council of Agricultural XE
Research @ 4
Th-Q !
Dr. Himanshu Pathak, DG, ICAR released fifty
thousand advanced fingerlings of Indian Major | °
Carps at the river Ganga (3rd Phase ranching R
programme under ‘Namami Gange') at )
Seoraphuli Ghat today. #ICAR Arjun Munda |
Kailash Choudhary Shobha Karandlaje B
MyGovindia Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer's )

Welfare, Government of India Press E‘l;gr:r‘:lllzli‘ljzmzyFisherie
Information Bureau - PIB, Government of India !
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Harnessing Ru-

The project Jharkhand Opportunities for
ral Growth Project (JOHAR) aims to enhance

sify household income in select farm
tare far taroated heneficiaries in proiect
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Institute, Barrackpore
initiated five projects.
focussing on the fisheries
development of wetlands
of East Champaran
district, namely Kararia,
Sirss, Majharia, Rulhi
and Kothia. The project
is funded by the National
Fisheries Development
Board, Hyderabad

The primary goal of
ICAR-CIFRI was to

foster wetland fisheries
development

it
er

JJ

o
of

Research Institute folil
faculty, researchers, an¢*®

y:

le
g
.

Institute located afy
Barrackpore, Kolkata -4
700 120, West Bengalir
Dr. B.P. Mohanty, ADC®:
(Inland fisheries), Nev:_.:
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awarcness  campaign
meeting at Tulasipur in
Nimapara constituency

Chandil Reservoir
hosts a rich diversity of
42 fish species, all
indigenous to India
except pangas and Nile

Tilapia. Plankton,
including
phytoplankton and
zooplankton, thrives.
Local fishers, using gill
nets and shore seines,
contribute to a catch
where IMC constitutes
23%, with a current fish
yield of 18 kg/ha/year,
hinting at increased
production.

However, a health
assessment of fishes
reveals the presence of
parasites. emphasizing
the need for ongoing
monitoring The
ecological health
assessment gives the

DIOGIVETSITY ) UMS UTque

providing support to
fishermen through input
distribution and improved
infrastructure such as
nursery ponds, cage, and
pen culture, Additionally,
awareness programs
and interactive ses:
organized
fishermen
with training sessions
conducted at ICAR
CIFRI, Barrackpore and
East Champaran, Bihar
CIFRI

Workshop on Fish Proteomics
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enthusiasm inunraveling

Kararia, Sirsu, and
Kothia maun 1o promote
the in-situ quality
fingerlings raising
increasing the
availability of
fingerlings for stocking
CIFRI GI Cages were
installed in Sirsa, Rulhi
Majharia, and Kothia
maun o enhance fish
production through cage
culture. To safeguard
against fish loss during
floods in  these

ns
o

2024

Sustainable WetlandFisheries Management in
Bihar - A Success of ICAR-CIFRI

fishermen adopted this
practice of Culture
Based Fishing (CBF) 1o
augment fish production,
Consequently
initiatives brought a

these

significant increase in the
no. of fishing days such
as Kararia witnessing an
increase from 40 to 160
days, Sirsa from 30 to 60
days. Magharia from 20 10
50 days, Rulhi from 35 o
60 days and Kothia from
35 10 100 days. Fish
production in Sirsa
Majharia, Rulhi, and
Kararia were increased
by 66%, 69%, 57%. and
8%, respectively,
substantially improving
the livelihoods of
fishermen in these five
wetlands, Hence the
project can be a model for
enhancing fish production
in other states specially

T ]
. DAk e, Kot

undisputed youth leader
to represent them in the
upcoming clection. The

03-days workshop F;Euture: [CAR-CIFRI's Vision for Cha

reservoir a good score
of 32. Seine nets small
mesh sizes threaten
biodiversity, and cage
culture's impact needs
attention.
ICAR-CIFRI'S
assessments during
2015-17 showcased
its medium productivity
and suitable
environmental
parameters for fish
production, with pH
and nitrate levels
playing a crucial role.
CIFRI also suggested
following sustainable
strategies for fisheries
management
I.Restricted Fishing:
Limit fishing during the
monsoon to protect
spawning, 2.Regulate
Nets: Avoid capturing

growing appeal spans
across voters from all
segments of society

ndil Reservoir

fish larvae by regulating
small mesh gill nets,
3.Assess  Impact

Evaluate the impact of
exotic fish on local
species, 4.Designate
Conservation Zones:
Preserve biodiversity
by designating riverine
zones. 5.Introducing
FADs: Enhance habitat
suitability with Fish
Aggregating Devices,
6.Mandate Seed
Certification: Ensure
certified stocking for
quality.7. Implement
Biosecurity: Prevent
exotic fish escape with
cage culture
bioscecurity,8

Encourage Indigenous
Cage Culture: Promote
cage culture with
Indigenous  fish,
9.Expand Sustainably
Consider expansion
based on sustainability
assessments,
l10.Enhance
Stakeholder
Knowledge: Build
knowledge for scientific
fisheries management
embracing these
recommendations,
Chandil Reservoir is
poised for a balanced
and thriving future.
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